
2years 
of age
(estimated)

16,000
lbs.

29ft.

250
bones

152
volunteers

The Longbranch Whale was 
discovered by three young 
females on February 23rd, 2019.

Approved
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
granted SPU permission to 
display whale skeleton for 
educational purposes.

Shipped
Gig Harbor Marina 
hoisted whale using  
ship crane and put her 
into a rendering truck. 
The truck was taken to 
a farm for flensing. 

Towed
Whale was towed by 
Captain Vernon Moore 
17 miles to Gig Harbor.

Bone Retrieval
27 volunteers 
worked for 7 hours 
retrieving bones.

Barried Skeleton
Bones were filled with 
oil so they needed to 
be buried in horse 
manure to leech out 
oil for 6 months.

Skeleton Recovery
Bones were recovered 
by 36 volunteers. All 
bones were recovered 
aside from a few 
phalanges and the le� 
flipper humeral head 
(replaced bones by 
another gray whale).

Skeleton Installation
In August of 2020,  students 
articulated skeleton as seen 
in Eaton now. A 21 � long, 2 
inch wide galvanized steel 
pipe, threaded rods, nuts, 
bolts, cable, two part 
epoxy, and 9 cables hold 
the whale together.

Disenfecting Bones
In April of 2020, the 
bones were placed on 
SPU’s Marston Hall’s 
roof to bleach/disinfect  
in the sun for 4 months.

Skeleton Arranged
Bones were arranged by 
students during winter 
quarter of 2020.

behind the Whale Did you know? Meet the Longbranch whale

Gathering installation

assembling

Discovered on the land of the Makah 
Longbranch Beach (Northside of Taylor 
Bay, Kitsap Peninsula)

Orca teeth marks

Suffered from starvation
The Longbranch Whale’s eye = size of a so�ball

The Longbranch 
Whale was not given a 
name for two reasons. 
One being because she 
was a wild creature. 
Secondly, she was not 
found as a baby.

Peter Moe
Peter Moe is an English 
Professor at Sea�le Pacific 
University. With a strong 
interest and love for whales, 
Moe was able to get the 
Longbranch whale for SPU.

Volunteers
Faculty from Art, Biology, 
Communications, English, Family & 
Consumer Science, Philosophy, and 
Theology volunteered. The SPU faculty 
life office provided a grant, and eight 
additional donors for the project 
include Western Prince Whale 
Watching, Five Corners Hardware 
Company, Erin & Sam Morrison, Justin 
& Jennifer Harold, David & Joyce 
Bartholomae, and Bobbie & John Clyde.

Rus Higley
Rus Higley is the director of 
Highline’s College’s Marine 
Science & Tech Center. Higley 
and Moe worked closely to 
retrieve and assemble the 
Longbranch Whale seen in 
SPU’s Eaton Hall today.
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the Makah’s 
whaling journey

1855-2020

who whales today?

whose land is SPU on?

Who are the
makah?

70 responses,
80% guessed

correct.
 

Aboriginal Whaling:
The hunting of whales by 
indigenous peoples, 
permi�ed under international 
regulation.

Commercial Whaling:
The practice of hunting and 
killing whales for the purpose 
of selling and trading their 
meat and other products 
derived from them.

What is the significance of 
whaling to the makah tribe?

whaling process

Treaty of Neah Bay

Gray Whales
Endangered

ICRW

MMPA

Gray Whales
No Longer
Endangered

IWC Catch Limit

Makah’s Successful Catch 
Ruling Makah
Must Comply 

Makah Request Waiver

DEIS Expansion

Unauthorized Hunt

Unauthorized
Hunt Verdict & DEIS

2008 DEIS
Termination

Gray Whale
Catch Extension

Supplemental DEIS

The International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) is developed by 
the ICRW, amending the schedule 
to impose a complete ban on the 
taking or killing of gray whales. The 
schedule includes an aboriginal 
subsistence exception.

IWC sets a catch limit of 620 Eastern 
North Pacific Gray Whales for the 
years 1998 through 2002. On the 
behalf of the Makah people, the U.S. 
submits a statement for 20 whales.

On May 17, the Makah Tribe 
strike an Eastern North Pacific 
Gray Whale.

In February, the Makah Tribe request 
the NOAA for a waiver of the MMPA’s 
take moratorium. 

NOAA expands the scope of 
the DEIS to include issuance 
of International Whaling 
Commission quotas under 
the Whaling Convention Act.

NOAA terminates the 2008 
DEIS and begins a process 
to develop a new DEIS.

The International Whaling 
Commission extends the gray 
whale catch limit for 7 years.

NOAA announces intent to 
prepare Supplemental DEIS.

Five members of the Makah tribe kill 
a gray whale in the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca. This hunt was unauthorized by 
the NOAA fisheries and the tribe. 
The members are charged in Makah 
Tribal Court for violating the Tribe's 
gray whale management plan, 
violating state and federal laws, and 
reckless endangerment. 

Three of the members plead guilty for 
unlawful taking of a marine mammal in 
violation of the MMPA. The remaining two 
are found guilty of conspiracy and unlawful 
taking of a marine mammal in violation of 
the MMPA. In May, the NOAA release the 
DEIS on the Makah Tribe’s request to 
continue treaty right subsistence hunting 
of Eastern North Pacific Gray Whales. 

Makah tribe must comply with the 
process created by MMPA for 
authorizing the taking of marine 
mammals otherwise prohibited by a 
moratorium if they want to pursue 
any treaty rights involving whaling.

The Marine Mammal 
Protection Act 
(MMPA) is enacted. 

The Makah are an indigenous people of the Pacific 
Northwest Coast located in and around Neah Bay, 
Washington. They are a federally recognized Makah 
Indian Tribe of the Makah Indian Reservation. Seen 
on the right is a symbol on their flag. The 
thunderbird, one of the most powerful animals in 
the culture, holds a whale in its talons. The whale 
represents the tribes strong ties with whaling.

Improves 
Health

Food Source

Art

Connection to 
Ancestors

Power & 
Wealth

Discipline

out of

During a 4 month preperation, each whaler prays alone, fasts, and bathes ceremonially. 
Each man has his own place and follows a personal ritual to seek his own power.

Waits for favorable weather conditions and then paddles out in canoe of 8.

Studies breathing pa�ern of quarry and as the whale finishes spouting and returns 
underwater, the leader of the hunt directs the crew to where it will next surface. The 
crew waits, and as the back of the whale breaks the surface, the harpooner strikes.

The next step is to tow the whale home. To prevent the whale from sinking, a diver 
laces the mouth shut. This keeps water from flooding into the stomach, weighing the 
carcass down and complicating the tow.
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An average basketball court is 91.86 feet long

An Average Gray Whale is 45 feet long

Almost half 
the length of a 
basketball court!
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M a i n  
Predator

is a sense of touch through 
hairs surrounding rostrum 
(“nose area”) and mouth.

Whales stay in the warm 
waters of Mexico for 2-3 
months to mate. They 
wait for calves to build 
up enough blubber to 
make the trip back. 

Acts as insulation, 
stores energy, and 
is buoyant.

on skin.
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a) Plankton
b) Benthic Worms
c) Krill

6-12 Dorsal Ridges

130-180 Baleen Plates Paddle-shaped Flippers

Flexible Rib Cage

2-7 grooves of excess skin 
(allow whale to open mouth wide) 

Flukes

vibrissae
2 Blow Holes

Barnicles &
orange whale lice

Whale skin 
is covered in 

Population of
gray whales
from 1997-2020
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